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PG. 2-Dates to Remember  

PG. 3-Month of Young Child-Guest Columnist-BHDS 

What’s the Buzz at Washington County Department of Human 
Services? 

PG. 4-Volunteer Month-Guest Columnist-Mary Lynn Spilak, 
Aging Services Director 

PG: 5-Human Trafficking Awareness Month-Guest Columnist-
Joanna Dragan, SPHS STARRS Supervisor 

PG: 6-Month of the Young Child-Guest Columnist-Kate Grant, 
CYS Community Engagement Specialist 

PG: 7-Drug Take Back Month-Guest Columnist-Tammy Taylor-
WDAC 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We are now accepting submissions for the May, June and July 
newsletter. Please reach out to Rebecca Salsbury at 

Rebecca.Salsbury@co.washington.pa.us if you are interested in 
being a guest columnist or if you know of any upcoming events! 

 

 

 

mailto:Rebecca.Salsbury@co.washington.pa.us
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April  2023 

April  25 at 10:00-PATHfinders meeting-Click here to 

join the meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWUwMjMxNTQtZWNhOC00ZGJjLWFjMjctMmI0ZGZmZjliZDc5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fc9bf6d9-d8c7-465a-a6d9-64d256a157a2%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221bb6ce55-cb71-488c-8254-93559286032c%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWUwMjMxNTQtZWNhOC00ZGJjLWFjMjctMmI0ZGZmZjliZDc5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fc9bf6d9-d8c7-465a-a6d9-64d256a157a2%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221bb6ce55-cb71-488c-8254-93559286032c%22%7d
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Information provided by  

Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 

 

April is a special month for parents and educators because it 

celebrates the Month of the Young Child. Month of the 

Young Child is based on the National Association of the 

Education of Young Children’s Week of the Young Child™, 

which occurs between April 1st–7th. This annual celebration 

was created to focus on the needs of young children and 

their families. It is designated as a month to recognize early 

childhood programs and services that meet those needs. 

Join the Washington County Behavior Health and 
Developmental Services’ Early Intervention Program on 

April 22, 1:00pm – 3:00pm, for a Paint and Chip event, to be 
held at Off the Wall Art, in Charleroi. For more information 

and to register please refer to the flyer on the left or call 
724-228-6832.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Katelyn Waugh, Human Services Coordinator 

Katie Waugh is a Human Service Coordinator with the 

Centralized Intake Unit at Washington County Department 

of Human Services. Katie has been with the Centralized 

Intake Unit and Washington County Department of Human 

Services since February 2023. Katie graduated with her 

Bachelor of Science from Saint Vincent College in 2022 with 

a degree in Psychology and a minor in Forensic Science. In 

Katie’s free time outside of work she enjoys spending it with 

her dog pickle and her friends. Katie is looking forward to 

the opportunity at hand and continuing to grow with 

Washington County Department of Human Services!  
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Information provided by  

Mary Lynn Spilak, Director of Aging Services of Washington County 

 

April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month.  The 

theme for 2023 is “Volunteering Weaves Us Together.”  This 

reveals the importance of volunteering to the strength and 

vibrancy of our communities through the actions we take to 

support each other.  National Volunteer Month recognizes the 

importance of volunteer work and its impact when people 

dedicate their skills and resources to a collective good cause.  

Volunteering is important because it enables people to 

help others in a selfless way.   Volunteering benefits everyone 

and is a wonderful way to have a positive impact in the 

community.  The personal benefits of volunteering include 

promoting good health.  Volunteering can decrease the risk of 

depression by connecting the volunteer with other people and 

provide opportunities for positive social interaction.  

Volunteering helps to build interpersonal skills and it 

established new contact by forging new relationships through 

a common interest.  Lastly, volunteering promoted happiness 

by giving them opportunities to help those in need.  

Aging Services of Washington County employs nearly 

300 volunteers throughout their Senior Community Center 

network.  Annually over 36,765 hours of services are 

documented.   These dedicated volunteers deliver meals, 

organize fundraisers, work in kitchens, and provide Center 

Leadership. 

During the Month of April, Volunteer Appreciation 

Luncheons are scheduled at our Senior Community Centers.  

This event will provide recognition for the Volunteers.  The 

Volunteers with Aging Services of Washington County are 

integral part of our senior delivery system.  They are the 

backbone of our programs.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please call us at Aging 

Services of Washington County at (724) 228-6856. 
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Guest Columnist Information provided by  

Joanna Dragan, SPHS STARRS Supervisor 

 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month – a time to draw 

attention to the prevalence of sexual assault and educate 

individuals and communities about how to prevent it.  Sexual 

harassment, abuse, and assault are widespread problems.  In the 

United States alone, nearly one in five women and one in 67 men 

have been raped at some time in their lives (Smith et al., 2017), 

and one in four girls and one in twenty boys is sexually abused by 

the age of 17 (Finkelhor et al., 2014). 

Sexual harassment, assault and abuse happen in all communities 

– including online spaces. The theme of this year’s Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month campaign is “Drawing Connections: Prevention 

Demands Equity.” The campaign calls on all individuals, 

communities, organizations, and institutions to change the 

systems surrounding us to build equity and respect within the 

community, workplace, and the future our youth hold. 

Each of us has the power to enact change. We can all make a 

difference to ensure that the communities in which we engage 

are safe and respectful for everyone. 

The STTARS Program offers free and confidential services to 

survivors of sexual violence and their families including 

counseling, legal and medical advocacy, and a 24-hour 

hotline.  Prevention programming is also available to schools, 

professionals, and community groups on a variety of topics to 

address and prevent sexual abuse, harassment, assault, and 

trafficking.  For more information, please call 724-229-5007. 
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Guest Columnist Information provided by  

Kate Grant, CYS Community Engagement Specialist 

 

Washington County Children and Youth agency is committed 

to the wellbeing of children and families.  By empowering 

and engaging families and the community, safety and 

permanency can be achieved and all members can thrive.   

The agency has a Toolkit in place to ensure that we can 

empower our families and give them the very best 

opportunities to be successful and aid in preventing child 

abuse. 

 

The Pinwheel for Prevention Campaign is a national platform 

that began in 2008 and is the symbol of child abuse 

prevention.   In April, look for the pinwheels on the County 

campus.  The pinwheels shining in the sun, represent a bright 

future for our children and community.  We want all children 

to live in a stable, loving and stimulating environments at 

home, in school and in the community. 

 

We are asking that everyone wears blue every Friday in the 

month of April for Child Abuse Prevention Month to bring 

awareness and in support of our children.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://washingtoncountyhumanservices.com/uploads/pages/CYS-Toolkit2022-1650653622186.pdf
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Information provided by  

Tammy Taylor, WDAC Prevention Supervisor 

 

Prescription Take Back Event April 22, 2023 

The Washington Drug and Alcohol Commission will assist 

local police departments in the semi-annual National 

Prescription Drug Take Back Event scheduled for Saturday, 

April 22 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at locations throughout 

Washington County.   

For more than a decade, WDAC has participated in the 

DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take Back Days events 

by assisting local police departments at collection sites 

throughout the county.  In doing so residents were able to rid 

their homes of unused and unwanted prescriptions and over-

the-counter medications from their home medicine cabinets.  

During the height of the opioid epidemic in 2016 WDAC 

Executive Director, Cheryl Andrews and then District 

Attorney, Gene Vittone formed the Washington County 

Opioid Coalition to combat the opioid crisis and to reduce 

overdose deaths in the county.   The vision of the coalition is 

to eliminate opioid overdoses, reduce the stigma associated 

with opioid use disorder and ensure every patient with an 

opioid use disorder has access to and support throughout 

their treatment and recovery.   

Coalition members agree that these take back events play an 

essential part reducing the risk for misuse of opioids and 

contribute to the vision of the coalition.  During the October 

2022 collection events, coalition members and local police 

departments collected 1,126 pounds of unused prescriptions 

and over-the-counter medications.   

Residents are encouraged to visit www.DEATakeBack.com 

to find a location near them.  Proper disposal of unused 

medications saves lives.  Disposal is easy, join us on April 

29th from 10a.m. to 2p.m. 

 

http://www.deatakeback.com/

